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The most famous psychomachia of all

times, along with the legend of Dr.

Faustus: the rational and instinctual sides
of the human soul struggling to

overpower each other. Even though the

(unhappy) ending to the story may

sound predictable to the modern reader,

it certainly was not in 1887, the year

when Scottish novelist Robert Louis

Stevenson wrote his most famous novella
and, at the same time, gave one of the

first (semi-conscious) literary insights into

the workings of the unconscious in

literature. Ten years later, Sigmund Freud
would first theorize the struggle between

ego (rationality) and id (unconscious
drives) in some letters to his friend

Wilhelm Fliess.
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