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Soccer Explained for Americans 

 

   

Yankees have never gotten used to that popular European sport going under the name of 

‘football’ – aptly renamed ‘soccer’ by Americans and Canadians to distinguish it from 

their own (much more physically confrontational) football game. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqccYnG_wu8  

Watch the Video, then Answer the Questions: 

 

1. The laws of the game 

were first determined by 

the International Football 

Association Board in 1826. 

(0’:27’’) 

2. The name soccer comes 

from ‘association’ and -er, 

a suffix which used to be 

popular among Oxfordians. 

(0’:51’’) 

3. The captain’s only 

responsibility is to be 

involved in the coin toss 

prior to the match. 

(1’:13’’) 

         TRUE           FALSE          TRUE           FALSE          TRUE           FALSE 

 

4. The field is called ‘pitch’, 

which is confusing to 

Americans because for 

them this involves throwing 

a ball. 

(1’:32’’) 

5. In soccer there are ten 

ways to reintroduce a ball 

in the play. 

 

 

(1’:36’’) 

6. When it comes to penal 

fouls, the yellow card 

stands for dismissal and the 

red for warning (/caution).  

 

(2’:00’’) 

         TRUE           FALSE          TRUE           FALSE          TRUE           FALSE 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqccYnG_wu8
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RESTARTING THE PLAY 

Based on the Pics and Definitions Provided, Match the Numbers with the Definitions from the Box 

   

1. It is used to restart play after a 

goal is scored, and is taken by the 

team that conceded the goal. 

 

 

________________ 

2. It is taken from 11 meters out 

from the goal, on the penalty 

mark. 

 

 

________________ 

3. A goal may be scored directly 

against the opposing side without 

the ball having first touched 

another player. It is awarded 

when a player commits a foul 

outside of their own penalty area. 

________________ 

   

4. It is awarded to the defending 
team when the ball goes out of 

the field of play by crossing, 

without a goal being scored, 

when the last person to touch the 

ball was from the attacking team. 

 

________________ 

 5. A goal may not 
be scored directly from the kick. It 

is awarded to the opposing team 

when a player commits a foul 

other than a penalty foul. 

 

 

________________ 

6. It is awarded to the attacking 
team when the ball leaves 

the field of play by crossing 

the goal line (either on the 

ground or in the air) without 

a goal having been scored, 

having been last touched by a 

defending player.  

________________ 

   

7. It is taken from the point where 

the ball crossed the touch-line, 

either on the ground or in the air. 

 

________________ 

8. It is awarded when play has 

been stopped due to reasons 

other than normal gameplay or 

misconduct. 

________________ 

9. Kicking the ball high in the air 

towards the opposite side of the 

field by the goaltender in.  

 

________________ 

 

 

A. Direct free kick B. Indirect free kick C. Kickoff 

D. Punt E. Corner kick F. Throw-in  

G. Penalty kick H. Dropped-ball I. Goal Kick 
 


