
Idiom #9

Going Out on a Limb

Winston Churchill went out on a limb when 

he claimed that democracy may not be 

the best form of government. 

Going out on a limb 

conveys the idea of taking a 

risk whenever you state an 

opinion or do something 

that is not commonly 

accepted. It’s similar to 

going against the flow, but –

instead of underlining the 

merit of opposing the 

mainstream – it rather 

emphasizes the risk of 

isolation inherent to this 

choice.   


