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Persuaded that ‘sucking out the marrow of life’ meant
living one’s own existence in the most natural and self-
possessed way as possible, Henry David Thoureau (1817-
1862) spent 2 years, 2 months and 2 days in a self-built
isolated cabin in the woods at Walden Pond
(Massachusetts) and narrated this experience in one of
the most norm-breaking essays ever, Walden, or Life in the
Woods (1854).

Upon coming back to society after this experience,
Thoreau ran across the local tax collector, who asked him
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to pay six years Qf delinq.u‘en’r poll taxes. Thoreau refused "The prlce
on account of his opposition to slavery as well as to the of anything
Mexican-American war — in other words, he expressed his is the amount
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in jail — an experience that got Thoreau to come up with TR LA R ik

the concept of civil disobedience in the essay On the 01:21'12"

Duty of Civil Disobedience (1849), which would influence Click on the Quot
such later thinkers and politicians as Gandhi, Martin Luther ICKon1he uote
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLtrabKgaIA
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/71/71-h/71-h.htm

